
Iron Age fort
The earliest known occupation of Solva was on the 
Gribin where the remains of an Iron Age fort can still be 
seen. From this natural vantage point a local Celtic chief 
would have dominated the harbour over 2000 years ago.

Viking raiders
Bands of Norsemen plundered the Pembrokeshire coast 
during the 9th century, leaving their legacy in the place 
names of off shore islands such as Ramsey and Skomer.

Bustling trade
Solva grew as a port and by 1900 there were some 30 
ships registered here, and 9 warehouses for cargo. The 
remains of lime kilns, where imported limestone was 
burnt, can be seen in the harbour. 
 
Passage to America
Ships sailing to America left from here – it was possible 
to book a passage direct to the USA in 1840 for a fare 
of £4.

A Guiding Light
For over 200 years the Smalls Lighthouse has acted as 
a guide and hazard warning to passing ships. The stones 
for the present lighthouse were dressed here, on Trinity 
Quay, in the early 1860’s, before being shipped 23 miles 
out to the rocky reef known as The Smalls.

Explore the area
A 186 mile National Trail hugs the Pembrokeshire 
Coast, passing through Solva. Follow the acorn signs to 
walk 4.5 miles west to St Davids or 5.5 miles east to 
Newgale. Use the Puffin Shuttle coastal bus or the 
411 bus service to return, or to reach your starting 
point. Coastal and inland paths join to provide circular 
walks from the village. One of these takes you past the 
remains of a Stone Age burial chamber at St Elvis.   
You can also explore the Gribin, a rocky ridge with 
spectacular views of St Brides Bay. 
The easy access paths – one along the harbour side 
and one in Upper Solva – allow everyone to enjoy this 
beautiful area.

For further information on Solva and the walks and activities in the 
area visit the St Davids Information Centre (01437 720392) or visit 
the National Park Authority website at 
www.pembrokeshirecoast.org.uk

The Pembrokeshire Coast National Park Authority works to protect and 
conserve this spectacular coastline while helping people to enjoy and 
understand its special qualities.

Caer Oes yr Haearn
Roedd trigolion cyntaf Solfach yn byw ar y Gribin ble y 
gwelir olion caer Oes yr Haearn hyd heddiw. O’r wylfa 
naturiol yma byddai’r pennaeth Celtaidd lleol wedi 
arglwyddiaethu dros yr harbwr dros 2,000 o flynyddoedd 
yn ôl.

Ysbeilwyr Llychlynnaidd
Bu heidiau o Lychlynwyr yn ysbeilio arfordir Penfro yn ystod 
y 9fed Ganrif, gan adael eu hôl ar enwau ynysoedd 
arfordirol fel Ramsey (Ynys Dewi) a Skomer (Ynys Sgomer).

Masnachu prysur
Tyfodd Solfach fel porthladd ac erbyn 1900 roedd oddeutu 
30 o longau wedi eu cofrestru yma, ac roedd 9 warws ar 
gyfer cargo. Gwelir olion odynau calch, ble y byddai 
calchfaen wedi ei fewnforio yn cael ei losgi, ger yr harbwr. 

Mordaith i America
Byddai llongau yn hwylio oddi yma i America – roedd 
modd cael lle ar y llong i deithio’n syth i UDA yn 1840 am 
gost o £4.

Golau Arweiniol
Ers dros 200 mlynedd bu Goleudy’r Smalls yn ganllaw 
ac yn rhybudd i longau sy’n hwylio heibio’r fan. Cafodd 
meini’r goleudy presennol eu trin yma ar Trinity Quay ar 
ddechrau’r 1860’au, cyn cael eu cludo allan 23 milltir i’r 
rîff garegog, The Smalls.

Archwiliwch yr ardal
Mae 186 milltir y Llwybr Cenedlaethol yn rhedeg ar 
hyd arfordir Penfro, gan basio trwy Solfach. Dilynwch yr 
arwyddion mes i gerdded 4.5 milltir tua’r gorllewin i 
Dyddewi neu 5.5 milltir tua’r dwyrain i Niwgwl.  
Defnyddiwch fws arfordirol y Puffin Shuttle neu 
wasanaeth bws rhif 411 i ddychwelyd, neu i 
ddychwelyd i’ch man cychwyn. Mae’r llwybrau arfordirol a 
llwybrau’r tir yn ymuno â’i gilydd i greu cylchdeithiau o’r 
pentref. Bydd un o’r rhain yn eich arwain heibio i olion 
siambr gladdu o Oes y Cerrig yn Llaneilfyw. Gallwch 
hefyd archwilio’r Gribin, crib garegog gyda golygfeydd 
godidog o Fae Sain Ffraid. Mae’r llwybrau 
mynediad rhwydd – un sy’n rhedeg yn ymyl yr harbwr 
ac un yn Solfach Uchaf – yn caniatáu i bawb fwynhau’r 
ardal hardd hon.

Am ragor o wybodaeth am Solfach a’r teithiau cerdded a’r 
gweithgareddau a geir yn yr ardal, ymwelwch â Chanolfan Ymwelwyr 
Tyddewi (01437 720392) neu ymwelwch â gwefan Awdurdod y Parc 
Cenedlaethol ar www.arfordirpenfro.org.uk

Mae Awdurdod Parc Cenedlaethol Arfordir Penfro’n gweithio i amddiffyn 
a gwarchod yr arfordir ysblennydd yma tra’n helpu pobl i fwynhau a deall 
ei nodweddion arbennig.

Welcome to SolvaCroeso i Solfach
Solfach, gyda’i fythynnod lliwgar, ei siopau a’i dafarnau, yw un o’r 
pentrefi tlysaf a mwyaf hanesyddol ym Mharc Cenedlaethol Arfordir Penfro. 
Ffurfiwyd y gilfach ble saif y pentref pan gododd lefel y môr wrth i rewlifau 
Oes yr Iâ doddi. Golygodd bodolaeth yr harbwr cysgodol naturiol hwn 
fod y pentref yn ganolfan fasnachu 
forwrol bwysig am nifer o ganrifoedd.

Solva, with its colourful cottages, shops and inns, is one of the 
prettiest and most historic villages in the Pembrokeshire Coast 

National Park. The inlet in which it sits was formed when the sea 
level rose as Ice Age glaciers melted. This sheltered natural

harbour made the village an important
sea trading centre for many centuries.
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